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Ambassador Leads Thai Business Delegation to Kayin State 

*********************** 

Meeting with Kayin State Government and Kayin State Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry (KSCCI) 

 

During 23 - 25 November 2017, Ambassador Jukr Boon-Long led a 

delegation of Thai businessmen to participate in the Kayin State Investment Fair 

seminar and to survey economic opportunities in Kayin State. The delegation 

included 16 Thai businessmen from various sectors, including finance and 

banking, construction, information technology, telecommunications, energy, 

agriculture and geo-mechanical services.   

In Hpa-An, the delegation had the opportunity to pay a courtesy call on       

Her Excellency Daw Nang Khin Htwe Myint, Chief Minister of Kayin State, and 

members of the Kayin State government. This included U Than Naing, Minister of 

Planning, Finance and Municipal Affairs, U Saw Myint Oo, Minister of 

Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation, U Soe Hlaing, Minister of Electricity and 

Industry, U Saw Pyi Thar, Minister of Environment, Forestry, Mines, Roads and 

Communication, Dr. Tin Win Kyaw, Minster of Social Affairs, and U Khin Mg 

San, Secretary of Kayin State Government.  

The delegation also met with Kayin State Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry (KSCCI) members led by U Saw Han Aye, Chairman of KSCCI. During 

the meeting, Ambassador emphasized the purpose of the visit to survey 

opportunities for investment, trading, and building connections between the Thai 

private sector and local businessmen in Kayin State. The delegation also wished to 

learn about Kayin State government’s economic policy and prioritized sectors for 

business development in the region. In addition, the visit was also an opportunity 

for the Thai private sector to present their products and services to the Kayin State 

government.  

Ambassador also mentioned that the Thai private sector are not only seeking 

business opportunities, but are also looking to give back to the local community by 

implementing corporate social responsibility (CSR) projects.  The Chief Minister 

of Kayin State welcomed Thai investment in the area and mentioned that the Kayin 

State government is improving infrastructure, such as roads, railroad, and ports, to 

facilitate investment. As such, the Chief Minister encouraged the Thai private 

sector to be more confident in investing in Kayin State. The delegation, Kayin 
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State government, and KSCCI then discussed the potential for doing business in 

infrastructure, agriculture, energy, and manufacturing sectors.  

 

Summary of Opening Speeches at Kayin State Investment Fair 

 

On 24 November 2017, the Kayin State Investment Fair was co-organized 

by the Myanmar Investment Commission (MIC), Kayin State Government, and the 

Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA). The purpose of the event was to 

promote investment opportunities and to build connections between local and 

foreign investors to strengthen their investment network in the area. The Kayin 

State Investment Fair exhibition was officially opened by His Excellency U Kyaw 

Win, Union Minister for Planning and Finance, and Her Excellency Daw Nang 

Khin Htwe Myint, Chief Minister of Kayin State. After the opening ceremony, 

distinguished guests visited the exhibition and then attended the seminar.  

Her Excellency Daw Nang Khin Htwe Myint, Chief Minister of Kayin State 

delivered the opening speech. She emphasized that, apart from the two commercial 

cities of Yangon and Mandalay, Kayin state also has business potential due to its 

abundant fertile soil and natural resources, beautiful rivers and mountains, ancient 

stupas and caves, and its location on the Thai-Myanmar border, as well as the 

Asian Highway, which makes it a good commercial and transportation hub. Hence, 

the Kayin State government welcomes local and foreign investors to invest in the 

tourism business, agriculture and agro-based industries, manufacturing, electricity 

generation and distribution, or telecommunications in Kayin State.   

The keynote speech was then delivered by His Excellency U Kyaw Win, 

Chairman of the Myanmar Investment Commission (MIC) and Union Minister for 

Planning and Finance. He expressed his thanks to development partners such as 

JICA, GIZ, DaNa Facility, the World Bank Group, and Asian Development Bank 

for assisting in various aspects on the improvement of Myanmar’s investment 

climate. He also thanked the Government of Thailand for supporting the 

construction of a new bridge linking the two countries and improving an important 

part of the East-West Economic Corridor that runs through Kayin State.               

His keynote speech ended by encouraging investors to consider doing business in 

Kayin State, which will be beneficial to the local people and local businesses.   
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U Saw Han Aye, Chairman of KSCCI reassured that KSCCI welcomes 

potential investors who are interested to invest in Kayin State. He highlighted that 

the Kayin State government is implementing basic infrastructure for the state’s 

development. At the same time, there are challenges and opportunities for doing 

business in Kayin State, but together, business partners can work together to create 

a successful future. He invited factories to invest in Kayin State, which is in need 

of factories to manufacture value-added products from different sectors, such as 

agriculture and livestock. Chairman of KSCCI encouraged participants at the 

seminar to learn from the past and to effectively build a future which will benefit 

everyone in the area.  

Mr. Masayuki Karasawa, Chief Representative of JICA Yangon Office, 

informed that JICA has been supporting the improvement of Myanmar’s 

investment climate and industrial development in areas such as intellectual 

property, legal reform and tax administration at both the state and union level. 

Furthermore, he mentioned JICA’s financial support for small and medium 

enterprises in Myanmar through loans and the development of human resources in 

the industrial sector at the Myanmar-Japan Center. He also encouraged potential 

investors to do business in Kayin State and wished for fruitful discussions and the 

exchange of opinions between local businesses, local investors, and foreign 

investors.  

Ambassador Jukr Boon-Long delivered the opening address at the Kayin 

State Investment Fair. He emphasized the importance that the Royal Thai 

Government gives to joint development of border areas with neighboring countries, 

which includes facilitating and promoting trade and investment, as well as people-

to-people contacts and tourism promotion. Ambassador also highlighted the 

importance of the Mae Sot - Myawaddy International checkpoint, and further 

discussions between Thai and Myanmar agencies to consider increased facilitation 

for border crossings. Finally, the Thai Ambassador confirmed the readiness and 

interest of the Thai private sector to invest in Kayin State and to collaborate with 

their Myanmar counterparts on the country’s development. 

The seminar was subsequently followed by seven presentations on Kayin 

State: (1) fertile emerging frontier; (2) opportunities for investment in agriculture 

sector; (3) mineral resources and investment opportunities in Kayin State;             

(4) explanation of the significance of electricity and energy; (5) investment 

opportunities of tourism industry in Kayin State; (6) transportation and logistics 
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development; and (7) summary of the findings of investment opportunity survey in 

Kayin State. The Thai business delegation from Uttaradit Province, Tak Province, 

and Phitsanulok Province of Thailand also attended the seminar.  

 

Presentations at Kayin State Investment Fair 

 

The 1st presentation was given by U Aung Naing Oo, Director General at the 

Directorate of Investment and Company Administration (DICA). He highlighted 

the reasons why investors should invest in Kayin State, such as tax incentives, 

abundant resources, potential for tourism industry, linkage to the Greater Mekong 

Sub-region (GMS) East West Economic Corridor, and second largest border trade 

zone located in Kayin State. He concluded his presentation by welcoming all 

investors to invest in Kayin State and described the state as an opportunities and 

investment nexus for all investors.  

U Hla Myint Aung, Deputy Director General of the Department of 

Agriculture, presented the current situation and the development of the agricultural 

sector in Myanmar. He addressed the important role of the agriculture sector, seed 

development, food safety, and good agricultural practices (GAP) in Myanmar.     

He also explained potential investment opportunities in each industry in the 

agricultural sector, such as seed, fertilizer, pesticides, agri-machinery and irrigation 

technology. Moreover, there are also opportunities for production and processing 

industries, such as crop production, research and development. 

The mineral resources and investment opportunities in Kayin State was then 

presented by Dr. Zaw Linn Aung, Department of Geological Survey and Mineral 

Exploration, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Conservation. He 

listed the investment opportunities for various minerals in Kayin State and 

different types of permit for investors if they interested to invest in the mining 

sector. In addition, he recommended minerals with potential for future exploration 

and mining in Kayin State, such as limestone, coal gypsum, antimony, gold and 

iron. Finally, he concluded his presentation by inviting more cooperation between 

Myanmar and other counties in building green mines and promoting sustainable 

development in mineral resources for the future.  

The significance of electricity and energy in Kayin State was presented by    

U Thar Soe, Deputy Chief Engineer, Ministry of Electricity and Energy. He 
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indicated that the total capacity for Kayin State is now 43.77 MW and that the 

State is currently planning to operate a coal plant, which can supply 1,280 MW 

from Thailand TTCL Public Company Limited in the 2019 - 2020 fiscal year.       

The details of the presentation included the list of electrified households in each 

district in Kayin State, completed electricity supply projects, and ongoing projects 

in Kayin State.  

Investment opportunities of tourism industry in Kayin State was presented 

by U Aye Maung Hlaing, Deputy Director General, Ministry of Hotel and 

Tourism. He described Kayin State’s natural beauty which has high potential for 

the tourism industry, as well as popular festivals in Kayin State. He listed popular 

tourist sites in Kayin State, such as Zwe Kabin Mount, which is enshrined with 

Buddha’s hair, and Zwe Kabin Festival, which is on Taboung full moon day. 

Kyauk Ka Lap is also a popular tourist attraction, which is 4 km away from down 

town Kayin State. In addition, Kayin State is home to many caves, including Sa 

Dan Cave, Kaw Goon Cave, Bayint Nyi Cave, Ya Thae-Pyan Cave, Kaw-Ka-

Thaung Cave and Lynn-Noe Cave (Bat Cave). He also informed that there are 23 

licensed hotels, with a total of 800 rooms, and 540 rooms are under construction. 

In addition, 12 travel agencies are registered in Kayin State, which received 

171,281 tourists until September in this fiscal year 2017 - 2018. Most travelers 

enjoy mountaineering, biking, rowing, and nature in Kayin State. In conclusion, he 

suggested that interested investors in tourism should visit 

www.myanmartourism.org, to easily access information on how to start a tourism 

business in Kayin State, as well as other parts of Myanmar.  

Captain Aung Khin Myint, Chairman of the Myanmar International Freight 

Forwarder’s Association (MIFFA), presented the development of transportation 

and logistics in Myanmar. He informed that among the five stages in the 

transformation from a transport corridor to an economic corridor, Myanmar has 

reached the second stage, which is called the Transport and Trade Facilitation 

Corridor. The government has also implemented the Myanmar Automated Cargo 

Clearance System (MACCS) since 2016, which will be available to Myawaddy 

Border Trade Zone in 2018. He also mentioned that there are two seamless 

transport road projects implemented by the Ministry of Transport since March 

2017. As a result, freight can easily cross the border to reach its destination in less 

time. Finally, he invited all interested investors to invest in the logistic sectors in 

Myanmar, to assist Myanmar in reaching the next three stages of corridor 

http://www.myanmartourism.org/
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development, namely, logistics corridor, urban development corridor, and 

economic corridor.  

Kayin State Investment Opportunities Survey 

 

Mr. Takafumi Ueda, JICA Advisor, and U Aung Min, Research Director of 

Myanmar Marketing Research and Development (MMRD), explained the findings 

of the Kayin State Investment Opportunities Survey. Based on the findings, the 

infrastructure readiness of Kayin State is only 64 megawatt out of the 92 megawatt 

in demand, 31 percent of electrified households and only three cities have access to 

power distribution from the national grid. Kayin State receives electricity from    a 

230 KV power distribution plant in Mawlamyine, Mon State, and 230 KV 

transmission line is under construction from Mawlamyine to Myawaddy. With 

regard to industrial zones, there are 27 businesses registered in the Hpa-An 

Industrial Zone, but only seven are in operation. There are also seven ongoing 

projects in Kayin State, such as Shwe Hpar Si Housing (1) Hpa-An township (116 

rooms), Shwe Hpar Si Housing project (2) Hpa-An Township (300) rooms, Hpa-

An City Strand Road Development Project, Zwe Gabin Mountain cable car project 

(Myanmar Native Land Public Co.,Ltd), Hpa-an Industrial Zone water supply 

system (Fultex), Hpa-An Jetty (4,000 tons) (Kyaw Hwan Moe Co., Ltd), and 

Myawaddy Economic Zone (Nyi Naung Oo development).  

According to the survey, potential investment businesses in Kayin State 

include agricultural and agro-based sector (cardamom, pepper, coffee, rubber, tea, 

agarwood, maize), tourism sector (natural tourist attractions, such as caves, 

waterfalls, pagodas), manufacturing sector (garment, rice mills, rubber mills), 

electricity sector (electrical power generation), livestock and fishery Sector 

(prawns, fish, cattle, goat, pigs), and other investment, such as mineral extraction 

and purification, and animal feed production.  

 

Panel Discussion 

 

The seminar ended with a panel discussion, moderated by U Thuta Aung, 

Managing Director of HamsaHub. U Saw Han Aye, Chairman of KSCCI, U Saw 

Bo Bo, General Secretary 2 of Kayin Literature and Culture Association, Dr. Naw 

Ka Paw Htoo, General Secretary of Karen National Union/Karen National 
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Liberation Army’s Peace Council, and U Zaw Lin Aung, Managing Director, SME 

Department of KBZ Bank, participated as panelists. They discussed investment 

related to Kayin ethin groups, and also shared their perspectives on the ethnic and 

cultural diversity of Kayin state. In addition, the moderator led the discussion on 

how the Kayin State CCI could assist foreign investors who are interested to invest 

in the area and explained the current business situation in Kayin State. KBZ then 

outlined the activities and objectives of the banking sector, before a question and 

answer session.  

 

Business Matching and Site Visits 

 

In the afternoon session, there was business matching in agriculture, food 

processing, manufacturing, hotels and tourism, logistics, infrastructure, 

construction, livestock and other sectors. After the business matching, participants 

were taken on a study tour of Hpa-An Industrial Zone.  

On 25 November 2017, participants were taken to popular tourists 

destinations in Kayin State, such as Kyauk Ka Latt Pagoda and Bayin Nyi Cave. 

During the trip, participants also had the opportunity to join a sightseeing tour 

along the Than Lwin River by boat and enjoy the natural beauty of Kayin State.  

To summarize, the Kayin State Investment Fair was co-organized by MIC, 

Kayin State Government, and JICA. The main purpose was to promote investment 

opportunities in the area and to connect local businesses to foreign investors. The 

fair was attended by over 600 participants and included 22 booths with investment 

potential and products.  

******************** 

 


